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Joint Statement 

The Contribution of Nurses to the Health System Reform within the Member States of the WHO European Region

Summary 

There are six million nurses across the WHO European Region whose work is fundamental to improving the health status of its people.  This statement highlights our readiness to contribute to the health systems reforms of the WHO European Region Member States. 

Statement Sponsors 

This statement has been jointly produced by the European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN), the Catholic Nurses Organisations (CICIAMS) and the International Council of Nurses (ICN).

The Contribution of Nurses to the Health System Reform in WHO Europe
The Nursing Community would like to congratulate WHO Europe on its recent publication entitled 10 health questions about the new EU neighbours, which gives an overview of the diverse health status of the EU's 12 neighbouring countries (Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia and Montenegro, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and the Ukraine) and highlights the link between health systems and health status of the population. 
During the launch in the WHO Brussels Office, Dr Danzon and Nata Menabde highlighted the importance of health care personnel in addressing the future challenges. We urge the WHO European Region to concentrate further on health system reform and to work in partnership with civil society, particularly nursing organisations, to make change possible. Europe’s citizens deserve effective reform which enhances trust, hope and good health.

On behalf of Europe’s citizens and nurses, we are committed to support WHO work on:

1. Recruitment and retention of nurses;
2. Implementation of the Munich Declaration;
3. Health system reform, to make the European Region strong within the Lisbon Strategy;

4. Development of partnerships, by which the work within the Council of Europe can be shared as good practice; and,

5. Developing the national leadership needed to make change possible.

Statement Sponsors 
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 The European Federation of Nurses Association (EFN) was established in 1971. EFN represents over one million nurses and is the independent voice of the profession. Members consist of national nurses’ associations from the twenty-five EU Member States and NNAs belonging to the Council of Europe. Associate Members are drawn from the European Specialist Nursing Organisations (ESNO). The mission of EFN is to safeguard the status and practice of the profession of nursing and the interests of nurses in the EU and Europe.  

Clos du Parnasse, 11A - 1050 Brussels – Belgium

Tel.: +32 2 512 74 19  - Fax: +32 2 512 35 50




Email: efn@efn.be  Web: www.efnweb.org
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The International Council of Nurses (ICN) is a federation of 129 national nurses associations representing the millions of nurses worldwide.  ICN is the international voice of nursing and works to ensure quality care for all and sound health policies globally


3, Place Jean Marteau - 1201 - Geneva – Switzerland


 Tel: +41 22 908 01 00 - Fax: + 41 22 908 01 01 

E-mail: icn@icn.ch  Web: www.icn.ch  
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The International Catholic Committee of Nurses and Medico Social assistants – CICIAMS – was founded 1933 in Lourdes (France). CICIAMS represents about 60 catholic Nurses Associations from 5 continents. The CICIAMS European Region represents 17 catholic Nurses Associations from 14 European countries. The objectives of CICIAMS are the promotion of catholic nurses in achieving high professional standards, co-ordination and networking on international level, work on ethical issues in the health care profession on the basis of a Christian understanding and participation in the development of the nursing profession based on  a Christian Understanding. 


Vergot Square – 1030 Brussels – Belgium


Tel: + 32 2 737 97 80 – Fax: + 32 2 734 84 60

European Regional Secretariat
Maria Theresia Strasse 10 – D- 79102 Freiburg – Germany 
Tel: + 49 761 70 86 11 38 - Fax: + 49 761 70 86 11 16
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