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European Federation of Nurses 
Associations - 35 countries 
Advanced practice nursing working 
group - 17 countries

Five-year strategy for advanced practice nursing across continent 
of Europe & Global research participation.  



European Federation of Nurses Associations

x. Norway

xi. Portugal

xii. Spain

xiii. Sweden

xiv. Switzerland

xv. United Kingdom

xvi. Czech republic

xvii. Bosnia

i) Austria

ii) Albania

iii) Belgium

iv) Croatia

v) Cyprus

vi) Estonia

vii) Finland

viii) Italy  

ix) Luxemburg

Advanced Practice Nursing Working Group





EFN Advanced practice working group

ADVANCED 
PRACTICE NURSING 
(APN) – European 
Federation of Nurses 
Associations

Advanced practice 
nursing in Europe - 
Results from a 
pan‐European survey 
of 35 countries -
De Raeve - 2024 -
Journal of Advanced 
Nursing - Wiley Online 
Librarysociations 
(efn.eu)
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EFN-Workforce-Matrix-31-categories-Final-Oct.2016-REV-June-2023.pdf

https://efn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/EFN-Workforce-Matrix-31-categories-Final-Oct.2016-REV-June-2023.pdf


Country Level Principles:

i) Advanced practice courses should be a minimum of a full master’s degree. (EQF level 7 in minimum) *
Covers competencies: 1, 3-8
* This could be a Master of Science or equivalent and include leadership, research and educating as well as clinical competencies such 
assessment, diagnostic reasoning, non-pharmaceutical and pharmaceutical prescribing inc health promotion. 

ii) Protection of the role/ title of advanced practice nurse. 
Covers competence 1

iii) Recognise advanced practice nurses as clinical experts with autonomy and enable to use their full 
scope of practice including relevant rights such as diagnosis, prescribing, referral, and discharge. 
Covers competencies: 2, 3, 4

iv) Legislate independent nurse prescribing.   
Covers competence 3

v) Recognise advanced practice nurses and have a system in place that assures ongoing CPD, 
competence and currency of level of practice. 
Cover competence 1-8
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Proposed model for 
implementing advanced 
practice nursing.  





Country level principles

• To be used to support country 
level change inc legislation

• Reduce variability 

• Mobility across continent and 
globally 

• Recognition of level of practice & 
methodology could be 
transferable to specialties  
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