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Nurses Delivering Direct Patient Care
European Patients’ Rights Day

18" April 2020 marks the celebration of the annual European Patient’s Right Day, which
is always a reason for celebration in the nursing community. Patients are at the
cornerstone of healthcare, and nurses are the healthcare professionals that are 24/7 at
the bedside with them when needed. In the context of the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak
nurses are at the frontline with patients who need them, doing their utmost to take care
of them.

The EFN is committed to support and advocate for European policies that benefit
patients and place them at the centre of healthcare systems as co-owners. In other
topics, such as the ongoing digitalisation of healthcare, patients’ team-up with the
nursing profession to be co-designers and co-creators of all new healthcare innovations
being designed and implemented.

The EFN is active in the topic of patient empowerment and has published a position
paper. Empowering patients and citizens are part of nurses’ curricula in the EU. These
tasks are well acknowledged in the Article 31 of EU Directive 2013/55/EU (the Directive
regulating the nursing profession) in which patient empowerment and support to
individuals needing care are specifically mentioned.

The EFN’s Secretary General recorded a video message supporting European patients in
cooperation with the Active Citizenship Network.

***EN D***

Please contact Dr Paul De Raeve, Secretary General of the European Federation of Nurses Associations
for more details on this issue. efn@efn.be or Tel: +32 (0)2 51274 19
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http://www.efnweb.be/wp-content/uploads/EFN-Position-Paper-Patient-Empowerment-Final-14-10-2013.pdf
http://www.efnweb.be/wp-content/uploads/EFN-Position-Paper-Patient-Empowerment-Final-14-10-2013.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32013L0055
https://youtu.be/Tds3tdpIY6E
http://www.activecitizenship.net/
mailto:efn@efn.be

