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EU Nurses concerned about the exclusion of Nursing Education from the 

professional degree by the US Department of Education. 

 

At a moment nurses worldwide are hitting their breaking point, and many are already walking 

away desperately from the nursing profession, the Trump Education Administration plans to 

remove nursing education from the categories of professional degrees leading to the inability 

of nursing students to get affordable nursing studies in the US. In contrast, as our US 

colleagues argue, ‘including post-baccalaureate nursing education as professional is 

essential for strengthening the nation’s healthcare workforce, supporting the next 

generation of nurses, and ultimately supporting the healthcare of patients in communities 

across societies’. 

At a moment the EU Institutions are impowering nurses education in the EU through the 

ongoing political debate in the European Parliament on the INI Report on the EU Workforce 

for Health, with a strong message from MEPs to empower the nursing profession, we see our 

colleagues in the US confronted with the huge challenge of diminishing the status of the 

Nursing Profession in the US. At a time when healthcare globally faces a historic nurse 

shortage and rising societal demands, limiting nurses’ access to funding for graduate 

education threatens nursing as a profession. 

In contrast to the Trump Administration, the European Commission supports Member States 

through the development of Safe Staffing Levels and Advanced Practice Nurses to reach 

better health outcomes for EU citizens. EU policymakers have for decades and are still using 

the US research evidence that decreasing nurses education leads to worser health outcomes 

and even more dead’s. So, EFN does not understand why the US is now turning policy 

direction: graduate nursing students losing access to higher federal loan previously available 

to professional degree programs. 

While EU Institutions, including the Council and Member States, invest in the nursing 

workforce from a defence, security and preparedness perspective, the US Trump leadership 

and policymakers forget that healthcare systems and preparedness for any crisis are 

inextricably linked, and the COVID19 pandemic showed: healthcare systems depend on high 

qualified nurses.  

EFN therefore call on the U.S. Department of Education to include again nursing in its recently 

revamped definition of “professional degree” programs. Nursing meets all the criteria for a 

professional discipline. 

 

***END*** 

 

Please contact Dr Paul De Raeve, Secretary General of the European Federation of Nurses Associations 

for more details on this issue. Email: efn@efn.eu or Tel: +32 (0)2 512 74 19 
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